
 
Unit 1, Lesson 7: Early 

Indian Civilizations 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

LEQ: What helped to shape life in India’s early civilizations? Geography 

and climate have influenced India’s development. The Himalaya Mountains 

and the Indus and Ganges River, seasonal monsoons have created unique 

culture in S. Asia. Hinduism -developed in India 

 

Describe climate and geography in India.  
 

 India is separated from the rest of Asia by the Himalaya Mountains which created 

a separate culture from Asia  2.  Ganges and Indus Rivers brought fertile silt to 

land   3. Monsoon is a seasonal wind, too little rain bring drought, too much rain 

brings floods 

Name: 
Cycle #  

Polytheism: deities 
Reincarnation: soul rebirth 
Karma: a force created by good and 
bad acts 
caste systems 

Four “Books of Knowledge” 
Oldest sacred books of Hinduism: 
moral history 
Contain Hymns and prayers for 
deities         - caste system duties 
 

Caste system: social group into 
which one is born 

3. Brahmins: Priests, Scholars 
4. Kshatriyas: warriors and 

Rulers. 

Caste system: social group into 
which one is born 

1. Vaisyas: artisans, farmers, 
merchants 

2. Sudras: servants/laborers 

Untouchables 
 


